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in the afternoon, when ammunition was getting scarce,
the battle resolved itself into a hand-to-hand struggle in
which the hostile soldiery attacked each other with
sabres, with bayonets, and with the butt ends of their
muskets. Men wounded to death employed their last
moments in butchering one another, and in one instance
a Russian, himself mortally wounded, was found lying on
the prostrate body of a Prussian gnawing it with his
teeth. When the approach of night and the exhaustion
of the combatants put an end to the slaughter, the
Prussians had won, but Frederick had purchased the
victory with the blood of 11,500 of his bravest followers ;
of the Russians, 21,000 had fallen.

Zorndorf, though not a very complete victory in itself,

proved decisive of the Russian campaign of that year.

During the  night  of the 25th the Russians
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the Rus- maintained a portion of the field, but after
sians.           hovering in the neighbourhood for some days

Fermor found it necessary to retreat into Poland.

As soon as they were fairly off, Frederick was again
on the march, hurrying towards Saxony to the relief of
pr;nce         his brother Henry. Daun had taken advantage

Henry and    of fas absence to invade the electorate in con-
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Saxony. junction with the army of the Empire, which
was now commanded by the Duke of Zweibriicken.
Prince Henry, with some 30,000 men, was threatened by
two armies, which were collectively nearly four times his
strength, and though he occupied an exceedingly well-
chosen position, it is obvious that Daun and Zweibriicken,
if they had acted with vigour, might have crushed him be-
fore his brother could come to the rescue. Great expecta-
tions were cherished in Vienna of what was to be done
during Frederick's absence. Rapidity, however, was not
Daun's forte, and before he had attempted anything
against the prince the kirig returned, having traversed